BY-LAWS OF _______________ CHAPTER

OF THE GEORGIA STATE RETIREES ASSOCIATION, INC. (GSRA)

A Non-Profit Association
ARTICLE I:

NAME
The name of the organization shall be _______________ Chapter of the Georgia State Retirees Association, Inc.
ARTICLE II:
PURPOSE

The purposes of this Association shall be to:   
(a)
Enhance and promote education and the welfare of the entire employee community relative to structure, funding, and use of retirement and health care benefits provided to retirees through state and federal laws.
(b)
Advocate for the employee community of the _____________________ (cities or counties) Area who participate in health and/or retirement benefit plans administered by a State of Georgia department or subdivision thereof.

(c)
Provide educational opportunities including the exchange of information, ideas, knowledge and expertise in all matters affecting the well-being of the community, including, but not limited to retirement and insurance benefits.

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP
Membership shall be open to current and retired employees of the State of Georgia and any subdivision of the State of Georgia who are eligible for membership in a health insurance or retirement plan administered by a State of Georgia department or university system who are currently members of the Georgia State Retirees Association, Inc. 
Membership shall be open to immediate family members of current and retired employees who are living or deceased and who meet the definition in the paragraph above.  Any beneficiary receiving benefits from a health insurance or retirement plan administered by a State of Georgia department or university system shall be considered eligible for membership.  

A Member in Good Standing means a member who has registered or renewed membership and submitted full dues payment according to procedures prescribed and published by the Association.  Members in Good Standing shall enjoy the full benefits of the Association.  

ARTICLE IV:
MEETINGS
The Georgia State Retirees Association, Inc. (GSRA) Board holds an annual meeting for the membership during the fourth calendar quarter of each year at a location to be determined by the officers.  The _____________ Chapter will have one or more representatives at this meeting.  Each member in good standing is notified through the United States Postal Service, e-mail, or other appropriate service at the address reflected on the Association’s records.  Membership will be provided timely notification by the Secretary or other designee.  
Regular meetings shall be held at the discretion of the Chapter officers.  Special meetings may be called by the President or Vice President when it is deemed to be in the best interest of the Chapter or at the request of at least 50% of the Board members.  Special meetings may be held at discretion of Chapter officers.
After timely notification to all members of record, those members in attendance at any annual, regular or special meeting shall constitute a quorum and may conduct the business of the Chapter.
ARTICLE V:

VOTING

Only votes by paid members shall be considered valid.  Votes, including election of officers, shall be by show of hands, unless otherwise directed by the presiding officer.   
ARTICLE VI:
ORDER OF BUSINESS

(a) Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting.

(b) Reports of Committees.
(c) Reports of Officers.
(d) Old and Unfinished Business.
(e) New Business.
(f) Adjournment.
ARTICLE VII:
STEERING COMMITTEE
A Steering Committee of interested State retirees shall have representatives to form a _______________ Chapter of GSRA.  These representatives shall be the initial officers and shall remain the officers of the Board of Directors until officers are elected by the membership.  The initial officers are:




Name



Email Address


President

_______________________
___________________

Vice President

_______________________
___________________

Secretary

_______________________
___________________

Treasurer         
_______________________
___________________

Membership

_______________________
___________________
Said officers have the powers and duties as outlined in these By-Laws.

ARTICLE VIII:
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The business of this organization shall be managed by a Board of Directors consisting of the Officers and additional members that represent Chapter interests or specialized expertise.  The Officers shall determine the number of and elect the initial members to be included on the Board the first year.

Thereafter a Director shall be chosen in the same manner and style as the officers.  The term of office for each Officer and Director shall be one year.  Officers and Directors may be elected for successive terms of office. 

The Board of Directors shall have the control and management of the affairs and business of the Chapter.  Such Board of Directors shall only act in the name of the Chapter when it shall be convened by its presiding officer after due notice to all the directors of such meeting. 

Sixty (60%) percent of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum at meetings of the Board of Directors.  Meetings of the Board shall be called by the President and shall be held, as needed, after due notice is given to the members.
ARTICLE IX:
OFFICERS

The officers of the Chapter shall be as follows:

(a) President

(b) Vice President

(c) Secretary

(d) Treasurer
(e) Membership 
Duties of the President:  The President shall preside at all membership meetings and shall, by virtue of the office, be chairman of the Board of Directors.  Other duties are:
(a) Present at each annual meeting of the GSRA a report of the work of the _________________Chapter.
(b) Appoint members to all committees, after advice and consultation with the Board, temporary or permanent.

(c) Appoint members to the Nomination Committee in sufficient time for the prospective slate of officers and board members to be identified at least 10 calendar days prior to the meeting for the purpose of electing officers.

(d) Assure that all books, reports and certificates are properly kept or filed. 

(e) May sign the checks or drafts of the _________________ Chapter.
(f) Represent the Chapter on the Board of GSRA.
(g) It is the responsibility of the __________ Chapter President or Vice President to keep the GSRA Officers abreast of activities and planned meetings of the local chapter.
(h) Have such powers as may be reasonably construed as belonging to the chief of any organization.
Duties of the Vice President:  The Vice President shall in the event of the absence or inability of the President to exercise the office become acting president of the ________________Chapter with all the rights, privileges and powers as if he had been duly elected president. 

Duties of the Secretary:  The Secretary shall keep the minutes and records of the _____________ Chapter.  In addition, the Secretary:
(a) Shall give and serve all notices to members of the __________________ Chapter.

(b) Shall be the official custodian of the records of the _________________ Chapter.
(c) May be authorized to sign the checks and drafts of the organization. 

(d) Shall present to the membership at any meeting any communication addressed to the Secretary of the _____________________ Chapter.

(e) Shall submit to the Board of Directors any communications which has been addressed to the Secretary of the ___________________ Chapter. 

(f) Shall attend to all correspondence of the organization and shall exercise all duties incident to the office of Secretary. 

Duties of the Treasurer :  The Treasurer shall have the care and custody of all monies belonging to the _______________ Chapter and shall be solely responsible for such monies of the ________________ Chapter.  Other duties of the Treasurer are:

(a) Shall cause to be deposited in a regular business bank or trust company all monies received by the ______________ Chapter, if needed.
(b) Required to be one of the officers who shall sign checks for the _____________ Chapter if checking account established. 
(c) Shall render at stated periods as the Board of Directors shall determine a written account of the finances of the ______________ Chapter and such report shall be physically affixed to the minutes of the Board of Directors of such meeting. 

(d) Shall exercise all duties incident to the office of Treasurer. 
(e) Submit expenses with proper documentation to Treasurer of GSRA for reimbursement and at least annually a statement of income and expenses as required by GSRA Treasurer.
No officer shall for reason of his office be entitled to receive any salary or compensation, but nothing herein shall be construed to prevent an officer or director from receiving any compensation from the organization for duties other than as a director or officer. 
Whenever there shall be a vacancy in any of the offices of the _______________ Chapter, other than President, the Board of Directors shall appoint a member in good standing to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the year. 

ARTICLE X:

COMMITTEES

Standing committees are designated as follows:

· Membership

· Communications

· Legislative (Coordinate with GSRA and support GSRA positions)
· Education

· Audit

Local Chapter Committee Chairs should maintain contact, either by electronic or telephonic means, with the respective Committee Chairs of the parent Association.
Members of all standing committees shall be appointed by the Board of Directors.  The President shall appoint other committees and members thereof as deemed appropriate.  The term of office for committee members shall be designated by the appointment, but shall normally be for a period of one year.  Committee vacancies may be filled by the President.
ARTICLE XI:
AMENDMENTS

These By-Laws may be amended, repealed or added to, subject to approval of GSRA, by an affirmative vote of not less than the majority of members present at a meeting.  Members shall be given notice of the proposed changes at least 15 calendar days prior to the meeting. 
APPROVED BY GSRA:  December 13, 2011 
APPROVED BY GSRA: April 8, 2008
ADOPTED BY CHAPTER:  ______________
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